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OFFERS А TOTAL ОР 
12,000 CREDITS, 
AND YOU NEED AT 
ADVANCE TO THE 
UPPER INSTITUTE. 
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BOTH 
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% 2 АП „Way TO 
„T “J 60, BOOK 
У КО у) LEARNER! 


Ї / LET'S HEAR 
VIL (Ў. | IT FOR THE 
ШІ да s. ў ETERNAL 
” “Ч! SPELLWORK 
тэр А FLUNKEE! 
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HE CAN'T 
USE MAGIC, 
AND HE CAN'T 
EVEN GET A 
DENT ON A 
GOLEM?! 


WILL SERFORT 


(Credits: 5,405 
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WOW... | 
4 NO DOUBT N ` 


' UPPER R 
THEY'RE THE A 

ONLY THREE | | ДИМ INSTITUTE, Дү 
STUDENTS | | 32-11 SCA, HUH? Г У 
WITH MORE — Y 

THAN TEN 

THOUSAND 

CREDITS. 


MISS PERFECT, | 
WIGNALL THE 
WONDER ELF, 
AND JULIUS... 


I DON'T 
EVEN HAVE 
THE 6,000 
CREDITS I 

NEED TO 
GRADUATE, 
\ LET ALONE 
\ ENOUGH TO 
GET INTO 
THE UPPER 
INSTITUTE... 


THIS 18 MY 
LAST YEAR 
HERE... 


YOU'RE IN MY 
WAY, FLUNKEE. 


DO ME А FAVOR, 
AND STAY OUT 
OF MY SIGHT. 


Я I'LL BET 


LOOKS LIKE 
| YOU ALL GET ANOTHER 
SCOUTED AT | EASY PASS 


THE MAGIC 
FESTIVAL! 


FOR THE 
YEAR'S TOP 
THREE! 


OH. I 
GUESS IT 
IS THAT 
TIME OF 
YEAR... 


YOU'LL 
JUST HAVE 


FESTIVAL/ 
THAT'S 
YOUR ONLY 
HOPE! 


ВИТ ТНЕРЕ BECAUSE! 
ARE CASES YOU'RE TRYING 
OF STUDENTS TO ADVANCE 
GETTING SCOUTED TO THE UPPER 
ON THE SPOT AND INSTITUTE ON 
MAKING IT TO THE SPELLWORK AND 
TOWER WITHOUT PRAXIS CREDITS 
EARNING 7,200 ALONE! IT'S NOT 
CREDITS. = REALISTIC! 


EVERY- 
NE'S'IILED 


THEIGRANDIMAGICHKESITIVALEN 


‚..АМР DRAWS IN 
HIGH MAGES FROM 
THE TOWER HOPING 
70 FIND PROMISING 

YOUNG TALENT. 


you 
MIGHT EVEN 


"THE TRUTH 


15, THE MAGIC DON'T 
FESTIVAL IS A YOU 
DECISIONS CHANCE FOR THE SEE, 
НОР IE «| DIFFERENT TOWER || WILL? 
INSTITUTE ЛИ 
ACTUALLY THE BEST Ва 


STUDENTS. 


FACTIONS 
WILL BE 
THERE. 


THEY'RE 


EACH LED BY 
OF THEM ONE OF THE 
SINGLES YOU CURRENT MAGIA 
OUT, YOU'RE VANDER. ONLY 
GUARANTEED A THE MASTERIUS 
PLACE IN THE NOAH FACTION 


МОМТ BE 
ATTENDING. 


TOWER! 


YOU THINK 
THEY'D JUST 
IGNORE THE 
GRADUATION 
REQUIREMENTS 
AND WHISK ME 
| AWAY? THAT 
Гр HAVE KIND OF THING 


HAVE TO PULL 
OFF SOME ALMOST NEVER 


MAGIC SO 
, AMAZING ІТ 
\ = A | PUT THE HIGH 
BUTI | | MAGES TO 
TOLD YOU, | | SHAME... 


I'VE HEARD 
/ RUMORS THAT 
—H WATCHERS WILL 
— BE THERE LOOKING 
| FOR REALLY GOOD 
STUDENTS TO 
BRING BACK 
WITH THEM! 


PLL HELP 


BEHIND THE 
SCENES AGAIN 
THIS YEAR... A MAGIC 
YOU KNOW, FESTIVAL IS WATCHERS...? 
WITH SETUP NO PLACE FOR THEY'RE JUST 
AND EVERY- А NO-TALENT A SCHOOL 


LIKE ME. LEGEND. 


THING... 


ТНАМК5, 
COLETTE. 


ВИТ IF 
І ENTER, 
IT'LL JUST 
END UP BEING 
AN ATHLETIC 
CONTEST 


BUT IF 
YOU ENTER 
THIS YEAR, 

I THINK YOU 

COULD REALLY 
CHANGE HOW 
| | PEOPLE THINK 

省 入 ABOUT YOU... 
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| PADS = 
= 2 ) REMEMBER 
СЕ AM A | WHEN 1 
1 E - е TRIED ІМ 
- FE Z = X SECOND 
А. Ž : fra (= YEAR...? 
S - = | ка 5 
= | 
GET THE ב‎ Ў 
WAY! 4 А 
4 | 


1 СОТ 
ALL THE 
АТТЕМТІОМ, 
FOR ALL 
THE WRONG 
REASONS. 1 
STILL HAVEN'T 
GOTTEN 
OVER П. 


THE | 
INFAMOUS 
SOTH х 
BIANNUAL У |. | 
FESTIVAL... | || 


У DOING AFTER 
\| CLASS? CAN 
|| ТСО TO THE 
\\ DUNGEON 

WITH YOU? 


SORRY, 
COLETTE. I 
HAVE A SHIFT 
AT MISS GINA'S 
TODAY! 


IT'S TIME 
FOR CLASS. 
I'D BETTER 

GET MY 

THINGS. 


Let's 80, 


N 


AA MO 


У 


ТНЕ 
GOULARD 
BEAN SAUTÉ 
15 READY! 


הר \ 


НЕКЕ 
YOU GO, 
DONNAN! 


ГМ REALLY, 
REALLY NOT 
INTERESTED! 


you 
PAPER SURE DO 
ROUTE IN HAVE IT 
THE MORNING, ROUGH, 
CLASSES ALL LAD. 
DAY, GINA’S 
PLACE AT 
NIGHT. 


V Th HEY, THAT 


/ < REMINDS 

VLLBETIE Y Z $ WHAT МЕ. THAT 

YOU ENTERED, | Y ASS WAS IT,..? THING'S 

YOUCOULD ИУ" “қ он, RIGHT, COMING 
WORK SOME- 7 Үл THE GRAND Р, 


THING OUT. ва 4 MAGIC 
FESTIVAL! 


WILL! 
STOW 
THE CHIT- 


TABLE THREE, 
THANKS FOR 
WAITING! 


BESIDES, = к ini LS 


I CAN'T 5 1 А МЕМ/ 


JUST WATCH EXPERIENCE, SORRY FOR 


WHILE MY | | Y * 
| хил WORKING Š DRAGGING YOU 
ROOMIE'S WITHOUT 


STRUGGLING. | > | | INTO THIS, 


ALL RIGHT, 
GINA. THIS 
LAD'LL WORK 
ENOUGH FOR 


IN FACT, 
ANOTHER 
HELPER 
WOULDN'T 


IT'S NOT 
LIKE THE 
ак? 
COULDN'T AN PA 
PROFESSOR YOU VERY 
WORKNER FIND MUCH. 
YOU A JOB 
WITH BETTER 
WAGES? 


TROUBLE FOR 
PROFESSOR 
WORKNER 
ALREADY... 


YOU SURE 
ABOUT THIS, 


NOT 
JUST HIM. 
ALL THE 
DWARVES. го LIKE 
1 DONNAN. 


І HAVE 
A LOT OF 
RESPECT 


SORRY, 
JULIUS! 
IT'S THE 
ONLY PLACE 
THAT'S 
OPEN... 


WHY 
ARE WE 
IN THIS 
GRUBBY 
LITTLE 

TAVERN? 


THAT YOU, Ü 
FLUNKEE? 


HA HA HA! 

A NO-TALENT 
HANGING 
AROUND WITH 
SAVAGES? 
CLASSIC! 
YOU'RE 
PRACTICALLY 
MADE FOR 
EACH OTHER! 


нМ | THIS IS / 

| OUR WORLD, 
YOU FILTHY 
OUTSIDERS! 


YOU'RE 
LUCKY WE 
ТІҢ? 

HOW DARE 
"kow |= | | ME LIKE THAT. 
YOUR E fg; —— | DWARF? | 


PLACE! 


IS THIS. (^x 
ATAVERN,| “У 
OR ISN'T ...ТИЕ DWARVES 
ІТ?! GET № FLED ТО OUR 
MEA DRINK \ | WORLD AFTER 
AND SOME Ч THEIR OWN, 
FOOD, | НОМЕ ИАЎ 
NOW! DESTROYED 
BY THE 


CELESTIAL 
HOST. 


THEIR 
SWEAT REEKS 
EVEN WORSE 

THAN THEIR 
FOOD. IT'S 
UNBEARABLE. 


I'VE SEEN 
SWINE WITH 
BETTER 
HYGIENE! GET 
OUT OF OUR 
COUNTRY! 


0р, | SERIOUSLY? 
2 УОШВЕ 
SERVING US 


BETTER FOOD | 
ІМ A COUNTRY 
INN! DON'T 
TELL ME YOU 
BARBARIANS 
ACTUALLY 
LIKE THIS 
SLOP! 


-4/ 2 THOSE 
- wj BEANS WERE 
GROWN IN 
BARREN SOIL, 
USING ALL OF 
THE DWARVES’ 
SKILL AND 
KNOWLEDGE. 


THEIR SWEAT 
IS PROOF OF 
HOW HARD 
THEY WORK, 
EVEN IN THE 
HARSHEST 
PLACES. 


THERE AND 
RIDICULE 
THEM. 


І GUESS 
ALL YOU 
MAGIC-LESS 
LOSERS LIKE 
TO STICK 
TOGETHER, 
EH? 


AND ЇЕ 
IT'S SLOP, 
IT'S SCOP; 
I'M JUST 

BEING 
HONEST. 


THAT SO 
WRONG?! 


\ 


\ 


Á YEAH, 
АУ WHO DO 
У YOU THINK 


' `< | YOU ARE, 
P NO- 


== TALENT?! 


GO ON, 
GET OUT 
OF HERE! 


ТНЕ 
МАУ МЈЕ МЕ 
ALL ACTED 
TONIGHT... 

Гр SAY 
WE'RE 
THE ONLY 
BRUTES 
HERE. 


YOU THINK 
DWARVES ARE 
MINDLESS 
BRUTES? 
YOU THINK 
THEY'RE 
LOWER THAN 
ANIMALS? 
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IT'S BEEN A 
WHILE SINCE 
SOMEONE 
CHEEKED ME 
LIKE THIS. 


І ASSUME 
YOU KNOW 
WHO YOU 
JUST PICKED 
А FIGHT 
WITH... 


NO- 
TALENT! 


D ` 


“ЭМЭ 


ON 
SECOND 
THOUGHT, 
I CHANGED | 
MY MIND. || 


GOING TO 
FREEZE YOU 
TO THE WALL, 
BUT THAT'S 
NOT 6000 
ENOUGH 
ANYMORE. 


ТНАТ | 
МАУ, I | YOU'RE 
QUALI GOING TO 
У. MY TIME | ENTER THE 
| HUMILIATING MAGIC 
(| YOUN | 


MAGIC 

FRONT FESTIVAL, 
OFAN | 
AUDIENCE! | 


NO-TALENT! 


> 


со NN Ss 


ALL RIGHT. 
I'LL ENTER. 


ЖА! 
I CAN’T || 
HELP 11... ЇЛ 


ממ 
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шаналах 
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AND IF 7 
YOU'LL 
APOLOGIZE 
TO DONNAN 

AND HIS 

FRIENDS. 


WIN, 


“Master.” 


„tn bear “Then may 
up the you he а 
sky and pillar... 

turn away 

evil.” 


And with those 


words from 
„„„Iet the Grand our founder, 
Magic Festival Mercedes... 


y 
Your M 


1 Ма 
דודה‎ 


1 1 е ! у шы 
apara ва а аа аа 
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її 


ЕМЕКУОМЕ 


THAT'S 


LITTLE MISS KNOWS 
PERFECT FOR THE GREAT 
YOU... SHE'S LIHANNA 15 
NOT THE TOP GOING TO 
OF OUR CLASS WIN THE 


FOR NOTHING. SKY RACE. 


Ji 
| WAIT, OUR 


EARTH PRIN- 
CESS ISN'T 
COMPETING IN 
MAGECRAFT 
THIS YEAR? 


PRESTAR 


DON'T 


THERE'S MISS A SINGLE 
NO TELLING EVENT! І WANT 
WHERE WE'LL YOU ANALYZING 
FIND OUR NEXT EVERY SECOND 
WONDER- OF THIS! 
CHILD! 


‚Faction 


I SEE 
THE SCOUTS 
ARE ALREADY 
IN THE STANDS, 
TAKING IN 
EVERYTHING. 
THE TOWER 
CERTAINLY 
DOESN'T WASTE 
ANY TIME. 


THAT'S 
BECAUSE THEY 
KNOW THEY'RE 

NOT ALONE. THIS 

FESTIVAL BRINGS 
IN MAGES FROM 

EVERY CORNER 

OF THE WORLD. 


THE TUG- 
OF-WAR OVER 
THE ACADEMY'S 
MOST PROMISING 
STUDENTS HAS 
ALREADY BEGUN. 


ОН? LEAVING 
ALREADY? 


YES. УМ 
AFRAID THE 
WATCHERS 
HAVE THEIR 
OWN WORK 
HERE. 


BESIDES... 


THERE'S 
А CERTAIN 

UPPER- 
CLASSMAN 
I'D LIKE TO 
CHEER FOR. 


WE MIGHT 
NOT HAVE 
QUALIFIED, 
ВИТ WE'LL 
BE CHEERING 


YEAH, WELL, 
YOU KNOW ME. 
I CAN'T TURN 
DOWN A LADY'S 
REQUEST. 


ses I HATE 
. TO HAVE ТО 
ASK YOU 

THIS... 


a BUT YOU'RE 
THE ONLY ONE 
I CAN TURN 
TO. WOULD 
YOU JOIN 
OUR TEAM? 


BETWEEN ЕТТЕ. 
МЕ АМР ТИАТ 
FLUNKEE, ТМ THAT I'M THE ONE YOL 
THE OBVIOUS _ SHOULD BEISPENDING 


CHOICE. 


| WHAT'S 
ТНЕ 
FLUNKEE 
DOING 
HERE?! 


0H, 
SION. 


I DID 
ASK YOU 
TO JOIN 

OUR TEAM, 

DIDN'T I? 


-/ TO ENTER 
| | CROWN ATTACK, 
| YOU NEED AT 
= = LEAST 21,000 
2 2 == Й CREDITS 
— — d BETWEEN ALL 
7 дъще ТНВЕЕ ТЕАМ 
| ым MEMBERS. 


THAT'S 
WHY I ASKED 
y YOU... IT'S 
ЖМ THE ONLY WAY 
WILL CAN 
COMPETE. 


SORRY ТО 
СЕТ YOU 
INVOLVED, 
SION. 


771 JOKING! 


ЇГ Ш I INDEM 


EVEN DOING 
ENTERING 
SUCH A 
HIGH-LEVEL | 
EVENT IN 
THE FIRST 

PLACE?! £ 


FLUNKEE?! 
SAY SOME- 


Е. 


AT M 
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е 
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LOOKING 


THERE 
WAS A BIT OF 
TROUBLE... 
AND NOW WILL 
SAYS HE HAS 
TO COMPETE IN 


| it's time 
„af the ||| to swing 

| into the 
afternoon 
portion... 


Grand Magic 
Festival! 


your 
host... 


> OF Q 
Y ...Пеге as 


3 The gloomy... | our quest 
the grumpy... commentator, 


, the Dark we have the 
You've : | 5 

Viper-Mage! | асайету 5 

all dreamed “РЕГМЯЕ. | шал 


about shoving 
his wand where : 
the sun don't ы Ж Сан. 


professor! 


shine more 
| times than you | | \ \ 


can count... | N У 


Give it 
ип Тог... 
Professor 
Edward 
Gerfence! 


ДІЇ right, 
whose bright idea 
was it to have him 
commentate?! You 

want me to sit next 

to the Viper? 

Damn you! 


YOU'D BEST 
BRING A 
COFFIN TO 
YOUR NEXT 
CLASS, BOY. 


EEK! ТМ 
SORRY! 
PLEASE 
DON'T 
KILL ME! 


Wh-where 
was ІЗ 
Right! Next 
up, МЕ have 
today's 
main event, 
Crown 
Attack! 


Take it away, 
Elf Faction! 


Ха 
ER z rede 
u en А АМ 


DUNN THE 


m 5 


elves have 
cast ап 
Enormous 
spell to 
Create 
today’s 
playing 
area! If 
you гап 
dream it, 
they can 
do it! 


Unlike 
our other 
events, 
this one 
| ; will be 
and make A Contestants played in 
their way to will begin teams of 
this stadium in e оет у outside the three! 
the middle! “уу? о. playing 
puts 45 агва... 


can all 
SPE... 


crown waits 
in the center 
of the stadium! 
The first team 
to reach it 


; H || НЕЕ ў Hm А 0 йн \ | 
ыг ТИ ҮЙ m ~ | | | vem 4 GE 


They'll 
alsn have 
іп navigate 
a whole host 

of traps, 
courtesy of 
pur Very own 
professors! 


I'm talkin’ 
а real battle 
royale here! 


After 
all, why 
are We 

here if not 
to watch 
the best 
students 
duke it 
out?! 


And of 
Course... 


זוום... 
Contestants‏ | 
Won't just‏ 
be going up N‏ | | 
against i‏ | 


Й ё 
| Thrills, | 
savagery... | c Will they 
Crown == == harrel through 
Attack | Se = and look for 
hasit | P the quickest 
way to the 


stadium? 
2 2 - а 22 
Or will AA 
they try - - — = 
to block == 
_ the other = 
| teams? - 
E == 
24 NN \ 
\ 
Нау | 


They must 


approach this Ё will | У 
| as though it they \ У 
were areal | work | 
_ dungeon dive. asa | 
Scouts will | team? | 1 
Youuuu || be paving { : | 
| particular Ж ~ | 
betcha! || attention to 27 Ном M 
this event, Ж а 
and ай of AV .. 
the top 
students will | Ше 
| | take part. unex- 
||| pected? 
| 


І shouldn't really 
he saying this nut 
loud, but...according 
іп the academy's 
underground betting 
circles... 


1Z, led by 
Wignall 
Lindor... 


and 
Squad 9, 
led by Julius 

Reinherg, 
аге hath 
favorites 


lest we 
forget...! 


And teaming up 
with potential 
MVP Sion, it’s 

none other than 

the notorious 
no-talent! 


GO HOME, 


FLUNKEE! YOU'RE | 


EMBARRASSING 
THE ACADEMY! 


There’s another 
team to watch, 
for a completely 
different reason: 
Squad 6, the 
favorites for 
last place! 


HE MUST 
BE CRAZY 
TO ENTER 
CROWN 
ATTACK! 


THEY'RE 
ABOUT TO 
START! 


ALL 
STUDENTS 
ENTERING 
CROWN 
ATTACK, 
GET READY 
TO GO! 


ТМ SORRY, 
PROFESSOR 


I DON'T 
CARE IF 
EVERYONE 
LAUGHS 
AT ME. I 
HAVE TO 
WIN THIS 


цайж ,.. UGH, 
| | ҒІМЕ! 
DON'T SAY 
I DIDN'T 
WARN YOU! 


And now, 
it’s the 
moment 
you've 
all been 
waiting 
for! 
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.. ВЕНИ! 


Without 
any 
further 
ado... 
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It looks 
like the 
players are 
coming up 
on the first 
obstacle... 


... the 


Golem жел” 
Thicket! ЬЫ. (р: re 


lt's a 


Can literal wall 
they break of Golems 
through?! closing in 

around 


What am | 
looking at 
here?! Will 
Serfort from 
Squad Б has 
dashed out 
їп front! 


Ha 
ha! 


A SUICIDE 
ATTACK? 


YEAH, 
RIGHT. LIKE 
A NO-TALENT 
COULD BEAT 
THOSE. 


THIS IS 
THE SAME GUY 
WHO COULDN'T 
GET SO MUCH 
AS А SCRATCH 
ON THE GOLEM 

DURING THE 
GOLEM BREAK 
EXERCISE. 


СОМЕ 
ТО МЕ, 0 
DROPLETS 
OF EARTH. 


GRANT 
ME YOUR 
PROTECTION, 
O HILLS OF 
IRON. 


г. 


| 
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What was 
thaaaat?! 


Ве ма \ 


SIGH... 1 
KNEW THIS 
WAS GOING 

TO HAPPEN... 


НЕ 
МАҮ МОТ 
ВЕ ABLE 
ТО ИЗЕ 
МАСІС... 


... BUT 
HE'S NOT 
BREAKING 
ANY RULES 
— IF HE HITS 
= THEM WITH 
A MAGIC 
GAUNTLET, 
RIGHT? 
= \ 
You 
gotta 
5ЕР it to 
believe 
it, folks! 
What a 
turn of 
events! 
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The first 
one through 


the Golem 
Thicket... 


у 


151 Wess 
am אס‎ 
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15 
the book 
learner... 
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522 
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Will 
Gerfort 
15 miles 
ahead of 
the pack! 
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S Welcome 
takes the “АУ | back to Crown 
lead as they | ₪ алы, Attack, where 
step into the BN ` V teams race to 
| Badlands Zone! | Lk the stadium 
| : to claim the 
crown! 
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ÉL LOIRE SIGUE: 
Ў ARGEORATH! 


blow right 
through the 
Talk Radlands! 


about 

speed! 
Seriously, 
what 15 
going on 
with this 


ТНАТ 
MIGHT ВЕ 
А РАКТ 
ОР IT, 
BUT... 


His 
knowledge and 
experience allow 
him to work 
almost entirely 
on reflex. There 
| isn’t a single 
| wasted motion. 


IT'S ONLY 
BECAUSE 
COLETTE'S 
SO GOOD 
AT MAGIC! 
YEAH, THAT 


YEEEES! 
YOU CAN 


He mnves 
like some: 
one who 
spends 
every 
waking 
minute 
in the 
dungeon. 


DO IT, 
WILL! 


HE'S 
SO FAST! 
IT'S LIKE 
HE HARDLY 

STOPPED TO 

THINK BETWEEN 

SPOTTING 
THOSE TRAPS 
AND TAKING 
THEM OUT. 


THAT FLUNKEE 
COULDN'T... 


EEE 


EEE GS: 

рый 

Я 
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SER, 5 
NONIS ЖҰҚА RE 


Will 
Serfort 
from 
Squad Б 
takes the 


0 


APY | 
| Vili 53 
N. 


NS PES z S 
AÑOS 2 


MG 


UGH! ТШ. BE 
DAMNED IF 
ILET THAT 
NO-TALENT 

SHOW ME UP! 


ARE YOU 
OKAY?! 


~ 5 С ~ ~ ~ љ їз Љљ 


= V я 
AT == 一 


AND T 
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Each squad 
15 picking up 
the pace now, 
but traps keep 
popping up ай 
over the place! 
This year’s 
obstacles are 
as brutal 5 


Meanwhile, Will 
Serfort's squad 15 
hanging on to the d 
lead! Will the по- en 

talent really be the “Ч 

first one to make it 
to the stadium?! 


ГИ 
HEARING A 
LOT OF NOISE 
FROM THE 
STADIUM... 
HAS THERE 
BEEN SOME 
KIND OF 
UPSET? 


m “ 23 


{лед е 


ЖҮ 
КОЛДУ 
> 


THIS 5 
BAD, JULIUS. 
IF HE KEEPS 

ІТ UP, THE 
FLUNKEE MIGHT 
ACTUALLY... 


NOT TO 
WORRY. 
LEAVE HIM 
TO ME. 


\ 


Цас 


TELL FROM 
OUR SEARCH 
SPELL... THE 
NO-TALENT'S 
SQUAD IS IN 


This 
zone 15 
absolutely 
riddled... 


... With 
magical 


и 


Í 


has reached 
the final 
hurdle, the 
Enchanted 
Woods! 


CIRCLE 
TRAPS! 
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You're 


the one who 
set those 


black-magit 
landmines... 
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АТТАСКСІЗ5ЕТІ 
УЭ 6 ШРАТНЕ СІО5ЕР, 
У» YOU GETRTO, 


| NTHE STADIUM, 
“УРТ OTHER ONCE, WS ЖУ, THE MORE 

E XA LIKELY YOU'ARE 
A : . RUN'INTO 


ГІЇ KEEP 
GOING UNTIL T 
> FIND A GOOD 
‚wz PLACE FOR АМ 
: AMBUSH! 


IF I CAN GET 
THE TERRAIN 
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are fighting | 
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Wistoria: Мапа and Sword 


BONUS STORY 


Perhaps It Was a Fleeting Reflection on a Silver Blade 
oh Pf nn 


by Katarina 


Author Profile 
Katarinas web novel Shangri-La Frontier began serialization on the website Shousetsuka 
ni Narou in 2017. The series attracted a massive readership, with over 400 million page views. 
Drawn by Ryosuke Fuji, the manga version has proved similarly popular during its current run in 
Weekly Shonen Magazine. 


Once, there was а world closed off from Ше true sky Бу magic—a magic 
designed to repel the dreaded Celestial Host. In this world, there lived five great 
mages known as the Magia Vander. They were an indispensable part of the fabric 
of their society, and to become one was the wildest dream of anyone who ever 
picked up a wand. 

One day, there came a boy who yearned to see the true sky. This boy had not 
been blessed with the gift of magic, and so he was cast aside. And yet, he refused 
to abandon his dream. Unable to conjure flames or summon thunder, he took up a 
sword in place of a wand. Armed with a burning passion and a blade swifter than 
lightning, the boy strove to reach the sky. Within his heart he carried a childhood 
promise, a vision ofthe sky, and hope for a reunion. His name was Will, and he was 
a wandless, sword-wielding warrior. 

This is the story of one fleeting encounter—hardly more than a glint on his 


silver blade—on the boy's road to greatness. 


"Kiki, are you okay?!” 

A sea of flames engulfed the sixth floor of the dungeon. Тһе heat was so 
intense, even the boy's ashes would have been reduced to nothing if not for the 
fire-rat cape draped over his shoulders. Shielding his familiar under the cape, he 
waited for the danger to pass. 

"Baskervilles arent supposed to travel in packs; he murmured. The fire- 
breathing demon hounds known as Baskervilles were a common enough sight 
on the sixth floor, but just now, he was looking out at four of them. Even worse, 
one of the hounds was several times larger than the others. If typically solitary 
monsters were travelling around in a pack, particularly one led by an abnormally 
large specimen, that could only mean one thing. 

"A variant..." Will exclaimed. Very rarely, aspecies would produce anindividual 
with aberrant features. Had this variant been large from birth, or had something 
іп its environment caused the change? There was no time to speculate now. Those 
flames are too intense, thought Will. Not only had the variant Baskerville gathered 
a pack around itself, its own abilities had somehow been enhanced beyond those 
of the average demon hound. 

Though protected against the fire, unless Will could break out of this cocoon 


of flames, he would run out of air, and his insides would roast in the heat. What 


do I do now?! His fire-rat cape might have special properties, but it was still only 
a cape. He had stretched it out to its full length, using the entire area to cover and 
protect himself. Any attempt to go on the offensive would require exposing his 
body to the blaze. If even a fraction of his clothing caught fire, it wouldn't be long 
before he was wreathed in flames. Will's only choice now was death by suffocation 
or by fire. Hemmed in by an irregular pack of hounds, all he could do was wait out 
their attack. That was when it happened. 

"Stay dead, you stupid dogs!I don't have time to waste on trash mobs like you!” 
It was a new voice, rising above the howls of the Baskervilles even as the flames 
slackened. Will seized the opportunity to scoop up his familiar and dash out from 
between the engulfing flames. He scowled at the singe marks on his clothes; still, 
that was preferable to being reduced to cinders. Brushing off his annoyance, Will 
spun around to face the hounds. 

The strangers voice came echoing off the walls again. "Here I am, minding 
my own business, when suddenly I'm getting blasted into some weirdo mystery 
dungeon. Seriously, what the hell? And Emul’s not here, either! Damn it, I'm 
getting back alive, if it's the last thing I do!” 

Will saw a shadow charge the Baskervilles as though in a blind rage. At first, 
Will thought a mage must have come to his rescue. But no... As he looked through 
the shimmering heat-haze, he saw the shadowy figure doing something that would 
have been totally out of character for any mage: getting up close and slashing at the 
enemy. Ше figure was fighting like а swordsman. 

Suddenly, the stranger called out, "Hey, you!” 

“Me?” Will replied uncertainly. 

"If you can fight, then stand up and... hey! Ugh, outta the way! And back те 
up! Yo, dont bite my crotch!” 

Just then, the stranger came fully into view. Will took in the half-naked body 
and the odd, bird-shaped head. His first thought was that it must be like an Evil 
Sentinel: a monster with a human form. Yet, it had clearly spoken to him in human 
speech. Will could only assume that despite the ridiculous appearance, this 
creature was, in fact, human. 

“ГП help!” said Will. 

“Phew, thanks!” said the stranger. “Ow! Damn it, this games kinda laggy! 


Didn't anyone ever teach you guys some manners? How about a belly rub—with 


my daggers!” 

This person (was it a person?) wasnt even wearing a layer of clothing, let 
alone armor; it was as though he actually wanted to show off the painful-looking 
scars crisscrossing his body. As the stranger bore down on the Baskervilles, Will 
couldnt help feeling that this was more акт to a fight between hungry wolves 
than between a human and monsters. As though sharing Will's sentiments, the 
outsized Baskerville variant howled a reprimand at its beaten pack before loping 
forward to face this new foe alone. 

Squaring up against the Baskerville, the stranger said, "Time for the real boss 
battle, eh? Brace yourself, Goggles.” 

Will looked around perplexed for a moment. "Er... It's Will. My name is Will? 

"Im Sunraku. Thanks for joining my raiding party. Well tag team him, Will. 
I'll take the front!” 

A thunderous roar rang through the dungeon, intermingling with the roiling 
flames. Will and Sunraku readied themselves against the variant —Will with his 
longsword, and Sunraku with his two daggers. Between them, they were three 
blades and two warriors. Whatever fate had brought them together, in that 
moment they shared a common cause as they prepared to leap into ba— 

“Ву the way, Will? Little problem here” 

"What?" 

"Ive got this tentacle thing around me. What до I doaaaagh?!" 

“That's probably a Cave Octo... Wait, what in the... Aaaahh!” 

Тһе world went black. 


“Huh?” 

Back at Regarden Magical Academy, Will reeled in stunned confusion at 
Professor Workner’s statement. Workner was explaining how he had watched 
Will defeat all four Baskervilles, including the one variant. 

“I said from everything I saw, I'm absolutely certain that you fought the 
Baskervilles alone. There was no one else there. Honestly, how could you be so 
reckless?” 

“Ihat cant be right" Will protested. “I mean, what about those smaller 
Baskervilles? Someone must have taken them out, right? КІКі, you saw who 


it was, didnt you?” Exasperated, he turned to Kiki for support, but his familiar 


only stared back at him as though he were spouting total nonsense—and not just 
because they didnt speak the same language. 

Will knew someone else had been there; he and that primitive-looking warrior 
had definitely fought the variant Baskerville together. Yet, now he couldn't help but 
wonder if any of it had really happened. Could the variant Baskerville have made 
him hallucinate somehow? Looking at the trophies he had claimed from the four 
monsters, he could clearly make out marks where they had been severed with a 
blade—marks fundamentally different from those left by Will's Moria longsword. 


These could only have been made by dual blades, cutting in unison... 
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GIRLS WON'T GIRLS SUPPOSED 
WANT TO BE ИКЕ BOYS TO SAY, “HOW 
AROUND YOU, WHO АВЕ CUTE! THEY 
THOUGHTFUL/ COS 


cute! АЗ 


ч (ў Ya ` la 
Ч, АШ; 
ҮШ ме 222 дА ША 


/ When she 
хэмж When a 
я i. \ changes ė 
| girls (me), NO her hair, girl (me) 
it^s ай about A] gov say dresses 
compliments ae 20 2 чр, Чоу 
р! Д | й something а 

compliments, цаг ) right compliment 
compliments! Ё her! 


ТЯ 
й 


= хээ, | 


7 
Уу 
4202) 
E SEY Ж 
4 
2 


К2 wey = 
<6 OAR 


Present Day 
fiegarden Magical 
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, BUT 
I THINK 
THIS ONE 
IS REALLY 
CUTE. 


TOO 


UH 


I, UH... 
THANK YOU... 


Mercedes Coulis 
The Wizard's Tower 


I wish I 
COULD GO BACK 
IN TIME AND 
STOP MYSELF 
FROM GIVING 
HIM THAT 
"SPECIAL 
LESSON”... 


LADY 
ELFARIA? 
YOUR WORK 
IS STARTING 
TO PILE UP. 


SION ULSTER 


Race: Lyzance 
Age: 16 
Height: 577” 


Birthday: 13th of Nullsmoon 
(May 13th, in our world) 


Likes: Marshmallows smothered 
in honey (hasn't told anyone) 


Dislikes: No-talents who ignore him 


First love: Colette Loire, Five 
years ago 


Lowest dungeon Floor reached: 6th 


Equipment: " Halcon wand 
* Shirts and leather shoes 
From Les Aisles (luxury 
brand Рог nobles) 


Specialty: “ Low- and mid-level 
Fire magic 
+ IFlamme Burdelyon 
(advanced spell) 


Heir to House Ulster, a renowned line 
of Fire mages. He has one younger 
sister. Following a certain incident 
during his First year at the academy, 
he became painfully aware of Will 
and сате to see him as a rival. 


COLETTE LOIRE 


Race: Lyzance 
Аде: 16 
Height: 5'5" 


Birthday: 8th of Luchsmoon 
(October 8th, in our world) 


LiRes: Dwarven goulard bean dishes 


Things she'd like to hide: Her past 
(especially up to five years ago) 


First love: Will Serfort 
Lowest dungeon floor reached: 7th 


Equipment: " Earthsoul wand 
* Bloodseal bracelet 


Specialty: * Loire Sique (House 
Loire secret magics) 
• Golem summoning 


Only daughter of House Loire, 

a Fallen Family of nobles. She 
struggles considerably with any 
spells requiring precision. She 
befriended Will Following a certain 
incident during her first year at 
the academy. 
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